Chapter Two
'FASCISTIZATION' GOES ON
THE four events of major importance which took place
during Bottai's administration before the School Charter
was published were: (a) the reform of the youth organiza-
tions; (b) the institution of the Regio Commssariato per le Scuole
Rurali (Royal Commission for Rural Schools); (c) the creation
of the Ente Nazionale per VIstruxione Media (E.N.I.M.; later
called   Ente  Nazionale per  VIstruzione  Media  e  Superiorey
E.N.I.M.S.); and (d) the racial campaign culminating in the
exclusion of all Jewish students and teachers from the universi-
ties, and from schools not specially reserved for them.
The details of the new organization of youth in the framework
of the Fascist Party have been given in a previous chapter. It
may be useful to point out here what the change-over from the
O.N.B., Avangtiardie, and other groupings to the GJ.L. may
have meant to Bottai, in view of his plans for a new system of
education, and to the * collaboration' between the Party and
the Ministry of Education or the schools. For many years the
Party organizations had aimed at coming into closer contact
with the State management of elementary and secondary schools.
In fact the Party had penetrated into the field of physical train-
ing and the elementary section of public instruction; many
elementary schools had been entrusted to the O.N.B., while the
teachers of physical training had to be appointed by the Fascist
authorities. This penetration> which had not reached the stage
of a unified command, had consequences which have already
been pointed out: teachers and headmasters had to submit
to a very irregular interference by the Party organizations;
students were continually distracted; no regular activities on
either side could be carried on, because the plans were not
co-ordinated in advance; on the one hand the schools had many
rights established by tradition, first of all to arrange their time-
tables independently of any outside interest, except those of a
normal family life; on the other hand the Fascist organizations
felt that they were hampered in their work by the monopoly the
schools exercised over the time of the students. The solution
of these difficulties might have lain either in a unification of the
educational authorities, or in a clear-cut separation of responsi-
bilities and tasks.